
 

 

ALL IN LAUNCH SPEECH 

 

Your Excellency sir, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

I am Consolata Opiyo, a young woman who was born with HIV and has been living with the 

virus for 23 years.  

I am delighted to see that the world has gathered in my home country to launch a landmark 

initiative aimed at ending adolescent AIDS, in a country which is among the first 10 

countries highly burdened with HIV/AIDS related deaths. 

In many of our countries, this problem is due to lack of adolescent tailored HIV programmes, 

Optimal ARV Regimens, Failure to recognize adolescents and YPLHIV as Human beings 

with Sexual and Reproductive rights too, and who need services other than ARVs only.. And 

also lack of nutritional and economic support to families affected by the AIDS Scourge 

among others. 

Mr. President, we have the power to reverse this epidemic and realize the end of AIDS, only 

if we realize that adolescents have the capacity to make informed decisions and thus need 

support from us to access the services that meet their needs. We need increased funding for 

youth led-evidence informed programmes as well as country ownership of response, we can 

increase domestic AIDS Financing. 

There is also evidence that with lowering the age of consent, more adolescent will be able to 

access HIV Counselling and Testing, Treatment and related care.  We can save the lives of 

the future generations. 

As the community of YPLHIV, We embrace this opportunity that has brought different 

Stakeholders together to do things right for adolescents and everyone. We need adolescent 

specific targets in the HIV response and substantial funding for evidence informed 

interventions. 

Your Excellency, We count on you to lead by example by setting the pace with which your 

fellow presidents will wish to emulate and commit to ending AIDS by 2030.  

We can’t leave this room without a clear commitment or a clear path of action to End 

Adolescent AIDS!! 

 

                                                THANK YOU!!  

                                                Consolata Opiyo 

                                                SC – Member Y+ 

                                                ICW Jr. Communication and Advocacy Assistant. 

                                                NEPHAK member 

 



 

 

                                                 

 


